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Malala Yousafzai Public School 

Mr. Amarjot Sandhu: On May 14, I had the honour of attending the official grand opening of 

Malala Yousafzai Public School in Brampton West, a proud and long-awaited moment for our 

community. This school has been years in the making, and I want to recognize the many 

families, educators and advocates who worked tirelessly to help bring it to life. 

Malala Yousafzai Public School opened its doors in September 2024 for the 2024-25 school 

year. Located in a fast-growing part of Brampton, it delivers 850 new elementary student spaces 

and 73 licensed child care spaces, helping to meet the needs of our growing population in 

Brampton West. Madam Speaker, I am proud that the province of Ontario invested $29.6 million 

through the Peel District School Board to support this important project—a part of our 

government’s commitment to build modern, accessible learning environments. 

Named after Malala Yousafzai, a public advocate for girls’ education and human rights, this 

school reflects the value of courage, learning and leadership. Having visited the same school 

site with then-Minister of Education Stephen Lecce in June 2023, it’s inspiring to see how far we 

have come. 

I know this school will be a pillar of our community for generations to come. 

Affordable housing 

MPP Catherine McKenney: This is to the Premier: Last year the city of Toronto proposed 

changes to development rules to build more affordable housing in the city. That change would 

ensure that a certain percentage of new units were guaranteed to be affordable, but those 

changes were rejected by this government despite the growing housing crisis facing the city’s 

residents. 

Today the Toronto Star reported that the proposal was rejected by this government after facing 

pressure from real estate investment trusts. City hall has warned that diluting their proposal 

would jeopardize at least 5,000 new affordable units. 

Did the government really put thousands of affordable housing units at risk and let real estate 

investment trusts rewrite rules to maximize their profits? 

The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): I recognize the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 

Hon. Rob Flack: To the member opposite: absolutely not. Just take a look: The Association of 

Municipalities of Ontario has supported Bill 17. 

That’s really what we need to be talking about: getting shovels in the ground faster. It takes too 

long and it costs too much to get housing built. Think about that when it comes to affordable 

housing. It is the best bill we’ve put forward yet. 

Understand this: The Association of Municipalities of Ontario support it totally, as do Ontario’s 

Big City Mayors. We stand behind this bill. We ask you to support it as well because we’ll get 

shovels in the ground faster. 

The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): I recognize the member for Ottawa Centre. 

MPP Catherine McKenney: It’s clear that the minister didn’t listen to the question. But we do 

know who this government is listening to when it comes to housing, and it is not people all over 
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the province who are facing this housing crisis. They’re not even listening to their own experts 

on the Housing Affordability Task Force. They’re just listening to speculators and corporations, 

putting profits over people. 

This government needs to get serious about building accessible and permanently affordable 

housing. That’s why we continue to call for the government to get back in the business of 

building housing, to work with non-profits and co-ops to get people housed and stop greedy 

speculation. 

Will the government support a dedicated public agency to build and finance new, permanently 

affordable housing here in Ontario? 

Hon. Rob Flack: Again, let’s point out some of the benefits of Bill 17 that are going to do 

exactly what the member wants: eliminating DCs on long-term care; postponing DCs until 

occupancy; standardizing the building code so we can cut costs; cut red tape and get shovels in 

the ground faster. 

What we are proposing in this bill does exactly what the member is asking. It’s going to get 

done. I ask them across to support this important bill. Why? Because it will get results. 

We’re creating the conditions to get it. Governments don’t build houses. I know that’s what you’d 

like to do. We don’t build them; we create the conditions for our home builders to do what they 

do best, and that’s building homes. That’s exactly what we’re going to do. 

Child and family services 

MPP Alexa Gilmour: My question is to the Premier. Speaker, I’m going to try not to cry as I ask 

it. 

Global News reports that 134 children died under Ontario’s care network, including protective 

services like CAS, in 2023. This is the highest number of children’s deaths since the provincial 

government began tracking this data. In the previous years, one child died every three days. Let 

that number sink in. 

To the Premier: Why are hundreds of Ontario’s children dying under your care? 

The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): Response? I recognize the Minister of Children, 

Community and Social Services. 

Hon. Michael Parsa: Thank you to my honourable colleague for the question. The death of any 

child or youth is heartbreaking and deeply tragic. In fact, it’s heartbreaking for us as a 

government and all of us as legislators to hear that, which is why we have introduced measures 

since we formed government, because we were never happy and we will never be happy until 

every child and every youth in this province is protected and supported, which is why we have 

increased our investments to more than $1.7 billion annually in the child welfare system so that 

every child and youth is supported. 

We introduced the quality standards framework, which brought in measures that never existed 

before. We introduced fines to make sure that we hold societies, out-of-home care providers 

accountable—measures that weren’t included. We hired new staff, we hired inspectors, we 

increased inspections, we increased unannounced inspections, all to make sure every child, 

every youth in this province is supported and protected and lives— 
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The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): Back to the member for the supplementary. 

MPP Alexa Gilmour: I know that my colleague’s heart is good—and that the measures are not 

working. I am the proud parent of four children adopted through the children’s aid society. There 

are kids today who are being put into hotels, motels, Airbnbs and office spaces. There are 

staffing shortages, and burnout is rampant. There is a problem. 

These 134 children aren’t just numbers on a ledger. They were young people who were abused, 

neglected and abandoned. They were in the government’s care, and they died. 

To the Premier: Why aren’t you keeping these children safe? 

Hon. Michael Parsa: Again, to my honourable colleague and to everyone in this chamber, let 

me make it crystal clear: We will hold anyone accountable, whether it’s societies or out-of-home 

care. If you are taking care of a youth in this province, we will hold you to account, which is why 

we have introduced measures—unprecedented, that never existed—to hold societies 

accountable. It’s why we are reviewing the child welfare system. It’s why we have a review of all 

50 children’s aid societies to make sure every child and every youth in this province, regardless 

of their circumstances, is supported and protected. It’s why we are investing record-breaking 

investments in this sector to make sure they succeed and thrive. As I mentioned, we’ve 

introduced administrative monetary penalties to hold operators accountable. 

We will leave no stone unturned to protect every child and every youth in this province because 

every single one of them should succeed and thrive in their communities. We will make sure 

that happens. 

Solve for Tomorrow 

Ms. Natalie Pierre: Good morning. I rise today to recognize an outstanding student 

achievement in my riding of Burlington. I’m incredibly proud to share that a student from 

Aldershot School has been named as a finalist in Samsung’s nationwide Solve for Tomorrow 

competition. This STEM-focused initiative challenges students to develop innovative solutions to 

real-world problems. It’s a shining example of how we can inspire and empower the next 

generation of change-makers. 

Aldershot’s project, led by their grade 12 student Keerthana, stood out on the national stage for 

its creativity and technical excellence. Her proposal aims to promote renewable energy 

efficiency in the agricultural sector through a quantum Monte Carlo method—an innovative 

approach to better identify faults in photovoltaic farms. What an incredible honour for Keerthana, 

for Aldershot high school and our entire Burlington community. 

This achievement reflects the importance of our government’s commitment to back-to-basics 

education, restoring the focus on academic achievement and excellence in STEM disciplines. 

I’m very proud of Keerthana and Aldershot School for their outstanding efforts and look forward 

to the announcement of the winner on May 28. 

 


